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UNCERTAIN — Caddo Lake resi-
dents will have a chance to express
their concern over a controversial city
of Marshall water deal at a public
meeting in Austin next month, State
Sen. David Bernsen said here Friday.

The Democrat from Beaumont
announced the May 16 hearing to be
held before the Texas Water Advisory
Council to applause from a group of
about 25 Caddo Lake supporters gath-
ered at a dock at Caddo Lake. -

“I want to encourage those folks that
are concerned about this project or
even-in support of this prOJect that we
come have a full hearing in thelight of
day and we talk about the

addo

earin

B env1ronmenta1 unpact to this beautlful
“treasure of the state,” Bernsen said.

The city 'of Marshall signed- ‘an
agreement last summer to sell up to 5.5
million gallons of water daily to

‘Entergy from the Cypress Creek which .
flows into Caddo Lake. The company.
plans to use it to cool a power plant’

being built south of Marshall.

But Caddo residents and environ-
mental groups:are concerned that the.

city’s nearly doubling of ‘water use

from.the lake will lower lake levels. -

Some ,of them have filed suit against

-the "state to prevent the water sale.

They’ve also asked the Texas Natural

Resource Conservation Cominission to .-

overturn the TNRCC executive direc-

tor’s decision to. grant the city to make-
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the sale.

The city needs two water rlghts’

amendments before it can make the

.sale. And while TNRCC Executive
Director Jeffrey Saitas has already

approved the amendments, their effec-

tive date has been put on hold. A dis-
trict judge issued a temporary-
~ restraining order until May 13 to allow
~the TNRCC’s governing commission a

chance to make a final determmat1on
on the amendments.

-Caddo residents have been calhng:

for the right to an official public hear-
ing with the TNRCC — one that hasn’t
yet been granted.

Bernsen said he has asked the
TNRCC to hold that public hearing.

- But in the meantime, he requested the
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public hearing before the Texas Water
Advisory Council, of Wthh he is a
member.

On that board, whlch was created in

the last legislative session, are sena-

tors, state representatives, the agricul-

ture commissioner, a TNRCC repre-

sentative, and various other members,
Bernsen . said. While it doesn’t have .
power to make decisions; it advises the '
Texas Legislature, he said.

" “If this board comes out and says,
‘there s a problem here,’” I would think

‘that somebody would be listening to it,

either the House the Senate or both,
maybe the governor,” he said.

‘He sa1d he plans to invite
See HEARING Page 3A
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Representatives: from the
“TNRCC and Texas Parks’ and
wldlife and- -experts and resi-
slents. to be part .o _;-_the
discussion; | |
TNRCC oﬁimals hav 'sald'
'(:hey have ‘to approve the city
Marshall’s ‘water permltf
oM endments ' without ‘looking
the environmental impact
unless the Texas Legislature
changes the laws. They. have
said that since the city of Mar-
chall isn’t ‘asking for - ‘more.
wa<ter, but just a.change in
Fur‘pose for the water to use it’
“industrial purposes; then{e
‘state must let it make that:
change. The city is also asking"
for an mterbasm’__ transfer so it
ca.n use  water.: from the

C‘g’ ress and the Sabme_basms
u‘pon which the city rest #

And sinée the city of: M
shadl was not réquired to have:
cn env1ronmental assessment;’{{
when it ‘was first -given :its
w«,ter r1ght m 1947 TNRCC;;?

cf eht1t1es askmg for ew per-
muks or requesting more water_ﬁi}
than old permits allowed. -

‘It does not make sense to-
me that the perm1t for. Mar-j.}.
shall was given in:-1947; they’
used part of the water and now
want to use the remaining por-*
Tien from the ‘lake,” Bernsen’
Said. “Since they didn’t have”
to get (an env1ronmenta1{»
assessment) in ‘47, they don’t’
need one now? Well‘that's 50-
Something years That to me
deﬁes logic. To e, Just to. be-
safe, we need to see what the -
enwronmental nnpact is gomg'ff
tbe” .-

But- Bernsen sa1d that thls;?;

ablic ‘hearing - before ‘the.
exas: Water Advisory Councﬂf;
may allow the board to’ see a’
n éed for changes inlaw: o

“nght TOW,- maybe ':»leg1$la -
tion néeds to be proposed to”
correct the situation,” he said. -

You've -got to have ‘a’ fact:
)‘mdmg first to et people: voice "

Be31des being a'state. senag:_»-f:
tor now, Bernsenis running
on ‘the Democratic ticket for -
the: statewide office: of land "
¢ ommissioner. Andif elected
fo that position in November;-
he said he would work to be'a
Véice for rural Texans onf}f
w ater issues. e

“The- land comm1sswner,‘*
needs not to just be a vote, but -
o voice and an advocate for -

laces like -Caddo_lake,” -
gemsen said. “We're going to.
o whatever is in our power to
protect this beauty, to see that -
all the facts come out n thej.
[lght ofday PO

Bernsen’s Repubhcan opp&;}
nent for land commissioner, -
J erry Patterson, has also said -
that he wants the TNRCC: to:
hold-a public hearing and is
concerned about Marshall S
p ermlt amendments o





